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PhotoVoice 

 
 
 
In August of 2013, the Coalition piloted a project called PhotoVoice, a qualitative methodology 
of research that communicates important health messages to policy-makers. This activity put 
cameras in the hands of creative youth and offered an opportunity to record and reflect upon 
their community’s strengths and concerns. The coalition’s ultimate objective of this project was 
to try and increase awareness to the prescription drug misuse in our community. The 
information gathered throughout this group is used to display the creative voice of the 
community’s youth and to spread education in an innovative way. Our hope is to incorporate a 
project like this into the Brockton High School curriculum, in order to raise awareness to 
students who do not get the chance to take health classes. Our project was based on the topic 
of prescription drug misuse and abuse in our community, our state and our nation as a whole. 
Participants gained education around this subject and were given a chance to construct their 
own perspective through a creative lens. Photographers were asked a series of questions and 
then captured their best answer through their images. Throughout the meeting times, 
participants were able to share, reflect and discuss what they had found. The best pictures 
were be chosen by the group. 
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Week 1, Question 1 
To what extent are drugs an issue or a problem in the community?  
 
 

 

“I could see the police caution tape and it 
reminds me that drugs can lead to other 
crimes like stealing and such.”   
 

 

“If you choose to do drugs, your life turns 
up-side down and you will never be the 
same. People can recover, but it has 
happened and they will always struggle. 
You can’t get all the way back because 
you will always have regrets.” 
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Week 1, Question 1 (continued) 

To what extent are drugs an issue or a problem in the community?  
 
 

 

“People can get drugs anywhere and 
people will do anything to get them. She 
is climbing the fence; struggling on the 
outside, but still climbing even though it’s 
dangerous. She’s trapped.” 

 

“Because of drugs, people who are really 
focused on something, like their dreams, 
can lose it.” 

 

  



4	  

Week 2, Question 2 
How do you see prescription drugs as a problem in the community? 
 
 

 

“Often people go to cheaper drugs like 
heroin, when Oxycontin or Percocet 
becomes too expensive. Prescription pills 
have the same effect as what’s in the 
heroin needle, but people don’t often 
realize that because the doctor gives it to 
you. When you say pills, you think more 
medical use, but with heroin you just 
think drugs.” 
 

 

“I realized that in our community, it can 
happen to legit anyone. It can happen to 
a perfect family, anyone, and it can ruin 
anyone’s family. A house like this can just 
hide it better.”  
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Week 2, Question 2 (continued) 
How do you see prescription drugs as a problem in the community? 
 
 

 

“The light in the corner is the good side, 
and she is running away from it towards 
the woods and going deeper into the 
darkness. Maybe she is ashamed. It’s like 
two different worlds and she is in the 
middle and doesn’t know what direction 
to run in.” 
 

 

“We all know that drugs aren’t safe, but if 
you see this pill bottle you don’t really 
think anything of it. The pill bottle is like 
safe and the pills inside are dangerous; 
there is danger within.” 
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Week 3, Question 3 
What can be done?   
 
 

 

“People are at one point faced with the 
opportunity to choose whether to do 
drugs or not. What can be done is 
choosing the right path.” 
 

 

“It’s best to have a lock on the medicine 
cabinet so that kids or even teenagers 
can’t get to it. Maybe also, it can be a 
whole different perspective and having 
your life locked up. You’re like locked into 
that world, it’s a trapped feeling. Do you 
lock other people out? You lock yourself 
out- you lock yourself out of your family 
and then your house. The drugs just take 
over, it’s not even you.” 
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Week 3, Question 3 (continued) 
What can be done?   
 
 

 

“I think the biggest problem is that kids 
don’t know what can happen when you 
start. It could help them if they know 
what could happen. When we’re faced 
with it, you won’t know what to do with it 
because teachers haven’t talked to you 
about it. I think the teachers are afraid to 
talk about drugs; it’s harsh trying to teach 
even for parents. But when we are faced 
with it we won’t know what to do because 
no one even talked to us. People don’t 
know how serious it is once they start, 
they think they can try it just once, but 
then they’re hooked. I’m sure some 
parents have the conversation. My 
parents haven’t talked to us about drugs 
at all, other than don’t do it and stay 
away from people who do it.” 
 

 

“Something can be done. Find people that 
can help you get through the struggles 
and complications so you aren’t alone. 
They can maybe help and support. Maybe 
you can make stuff that people can talk 
about and make communities make a 
pact to not use drugs. The person in the 
red is the user and all the people in the 
blue are protecting.” 
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wiLdcArD week  
 
 
o What is the relationship between violence and drugs? 
o What is the relationship between homelessness and drugs? 
 

 

“This picture could prove to be the result of 
drugs. The majority of people that do drugs 
will end up spending all of their money and 
end up broke and potentially homeless. If I 
saw a young homeless person, it’s sadder 
because they have their whole life ahead of 
them. You could lose your job, get kicked out 
of the house and have no place to go because 
your family doesn’t trust you. You have to 
learn to live through other people’s trash and 
lives.” 

 
o What is being done? 
o Why do people use drugs? 
 

 

“People use drugs for different reasons. 
Everyone is different, maybe somebody didn’t 
feel like a man before and it made them feel 
more powerful or stronger. There is a different 
reason for everyone, because everyone has a 
different story. People judge people who use 
drugs, but people have reasons why they use 
drugs. People have individual reasons to get 
clean, no matter how many people help you. 
You have to want it. You need to believe that 
you can stop.” 

 
 

o How do people access drugs? 
o Where do people get drugs? 
o How can I help? 
o Are police involved in the right way? 


