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Brockton Area Opioid 

        Over 200 people      
gathered at Massasoit Community College in Brockton on Thursday,   August 25, 2016 for 
Brockton’s Annual Overdose Vigil by Candlelight. The event, which was organized by the 
Brockton Area Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative in collaboration with many local 
partnerships took place to commemorate those who have lost their lives to overdoses.   
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    Several partnering organizations set up resource tables as community members    

entered the vigil to offer support and information to anyone who came looking to 

learn more about this epidemic.  

Throughout the night, a total of 
four courageous speakers took 
the stage to share their stories. 
Three of these speakers shared 
about losing their loved ones to 
an overdose, and the pain and 
suffering that came along with 
being a support system in the 
life of someone battling with 
the disease of addiction.  The 
final speaker of the night was a 
Brockton resident in long term           
recovery, who shared his story to 
show there is hope for those    
actively  battling this disease.    
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 Cover  story                                  

c o n t i n u e d.. 
              A local bagpiper played an                   

instrumental version of “Amazing 

Grace” while candles were handed out 

to each guest and lit as the sun set.    

After the bagpipes were finished     

playing, the collaborative shared their 

slideshow presentation which          

contained 195 photographs submitted 

by loved ones of relatives and friends 

from all over eastern Massachusetts 

who lost their lives to the disease of           

addiction. The video included four sets 

of siblings, two sets of cousins, and 

one couple.  This event exemplifies the 

courage of these family members and 

friends to speak out against the        

stigmatized disease of addiction 

through their speeches and               

photographs submitted. While there 

are many roadblocks to success in     

regards to substance use disorders, 

these events show that we do have the 

opportunity to change the outcome                                                 

of this epidemic. In addition to     

Brockton, Rockland and East       

Bridgewater hosted moving Vigils that 

both had a great turnout of people. 

On behalf of the Collaborative, we 

would like to thank   everyone who 

made these events possible. 

Mayor Bill Carpenter, Lt. Richard Linehan and the Stairway to Recovery Team. 

Community members light candles honoring their loved ones. 

The first speaker of the night, Kevin, shares his story. 

For more pictures, videos, and the slideshow;   

Please check out our Facebook facebook.com/brocktonareaopioidabusepreventioncollaborative/ 

Photo Credits: Massasoit Community College 



  
Bridging LIVES has had their photo voice available for a several events in the past and            

continues to have it scheduled out for future events. It was on display at the Bridgewater-Raynham        

Regional High School library for a reception for the district’s Central Office, at the Fourth of July Fair on 

the Bridgewater State University Campus, the Raynham Town Hall, the open houses for the Bridgewater 

and Raynham Middle and Intermediate Schools, Autumnfest, and Bridgewater Pediatrics. The future      

displays scheduled will be the Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School open house, the Universal 

Children’s Day at the Bridgewater State University, and the Bridgewater Public Library. We have also 

scheduled multiple events for this school year. Hidden in Plain Sight, Drug Story Theatre, the Impaired 

Driving Simulator     Go-Carts (SIDNE), Beer Goggles, and Marijuana 

Goggles are all  scheduled. These events will also feature some 

speakers such as    Kathi Meyer for Taylor’s Message and speaking 

with her husband Chris Sullivan (a former NFL player), along with 

former Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School Graduates who 

are in recovery. Finally, Bridging LIVES is also working with the    

other communities on the Social Host Liability Law and how to get 

the information out. 
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This year SADD is focusing on some exciting events and      
campaigns! To highlight a couple things, one is that we are going to 
have an information table at parent teacher conferences for 'drug 
take back' policies in each town so that parents are educated on the        

importance of keeping prescription pills out of the cabinets. We are also planning on 
strengthening the SADD and WH will collaboration by having at least one student                  
representative at each WH Will meeting. Another goal for this year is to educate SADD members on opioids. We 
plan on running an opioid education meeting which we teach the brain science behind addiction and why          
prescription pain pills often lead to heroin use. Lastly, we are going to put together a school wide 'grim reaper' 
event which raises awareness about the repercussions of making bad choices. We have begun brainstorming 
ideas for the PSA videos but feel we need further clarification and ideas as we need a starting point. 

For 35 years, SADD has been the   
leading organization committed to 
saving lives by empowering teens to stand strong against destructive    
decisions. Since its foundation in 1981, SADD has impacted the lives of 
millions: students, friends, parents, school & community leaders, law     
enforcement officials, and more. The strong connections that these groups 
built with SADD has resonated and grown into a brand that is recognized 
across the nation as a remarkable experience, equipping teens to become 
leaders and role models in their home communities and across the          

nation. Because motor vehicular crashes remain the number one killer of teens today, until statistics 
change, SADD’s core focus will remain traffic safety; however, the issues that teens face on a daily basis 
have expanded. In 1997, SADD expanded its mission to include other emerging issues such as substance 
abuse, suicide, depression, bullying, violence, body image, and more. SADD does its best to equip students 
with the best, most effective resources to take the lead on the issues that matter to them.                             
For more information, visit: https://www.sadd.org/ 

Whitman-Hanson Regional High School 

& Whitman-Hanson WILL 

https://www.sadd.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZ5t-pqsTPAhVIySYKHb_BCXQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fweb.whrsd.org%2Ffaculty%2FMoss_Susan%2FTechprep%2FJandW.htm&bvm=bv.134495766,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGprJcS412_wJE9sNs29


 

M a k i n g   A                

Documentary. 
Since August 2013, the Brockton Area 
Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative 
has conducted eight PhotoVoice Projects 
throughout Plymouth County.                         
 PhotoVoice is a qualitative          
research method that puts cameras in the 
hands of its participants. Each week,    
participants were given a question that 
they were expected to answer through 
their photography. Upon their return 
each week, students were asked to reflect 
upon their photography and their 
thoughts related to the questions, in a   
focus group setting. Quotes were then  

derived from those reflection groups to go along with the photography. This not only gave young    people 
an opportunity for non-traditional drug education, but also a chance to share their voice in issues where 
they are not often heard.                                                                                                                                               
 Due to the overwhelming positive response we have received from these projects, we decided to 
film a   documentary that captures the PhotoVoice process and the youth’s perspective on their experience. 
This documentary was produced by Brockton’s own award winning 
Noube Productions, the Plymouth County District Attorney’s Office 
and the Brockton Area Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative. 
Filming took place from July 11 to July 15 within Brockton,        
Whitman-Hanson and Rockland where six individuals from          
previous PhotoVoice projects shared their experience. The           
Collaborative is currently planning a       community wide screening 
for the fall to take place at Bridgewater State University. Once the 
film has  been revealed, the documentary will be utilized as a       
prevention tool within the Collaborative communities and the local 
school districts.                                                                       

“Sunrise represents a new day;                                                                                                             

a new chance to re-think about your situation.” 

the PhotoVoice Project:                                                     

Please feel 

free to join us for the unveiling of t he PhotoVoice 

Documentary at one of the screenings we have set 

up this Fall. After the viewing there will be a     

panel discussion consisting of the producer,        

Collobarotive members and students who             

participated in the PhotoVoice documentary.       

Resources will be available, all are welcome. 4 

The trailer can be viewed here: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NFz02CQWeM 



 

This summer the Rockland C.A.R.E.S. committee decided to actively 
seek more input from the community. The first step was to advertise 
for volunteers through our website and Facebook  accounts. The positive    
response was overwhelming. Our special volunteer meeting was packed 
with a standing room only crowd. Many were interested in participating 
in our 6th annual Vigil of Hope.  Volunteers made signs and held them 
outside the vigil site, helped set up, gave out  information, answered 
questions, and passed out candles.  Some of those volunteers have 
stayed on to become regular committee members. Many of them have 
lost a loved one, others have loved ones suffering from substance abuse 
disorders, and others are in recovery or love someone in recovery. We 
welcome them all and are so fortunate to have them join us.                                                                                                                                       

Rockland C.A.R.E.S. is moving forward with our community outreach. We are preparing for the next drug 
take back day as well as working with local funeral homes to implement an informational handout to   
educate the community about disposing of or locking up prescription drugs. We just partnered with the 
Brockton Area Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative and the Rockland Schools to sponsor Sports 
Smart with Dr. Dan Muse. This presentation about concussions also educated parents about sports       
related addictions. Students and parents also heard Corey’s story as well as a presentation from the 
Plymouth County District Attorney’s Office.  As  part of Rockland C.A.R.E.S. parent outreach we will be at 
middle school and high school parent conferences. We look forward to continuing our partnership with 
the Rockland Public Schools. 
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 EB Hope and the local communities 

gathered August 31st to remember 

the 1,500 plus people that have lost their lives to 

Substance Use Disorder. It was a very moving 

vigil as Pastor Don Olson shared his thoughts on 
the value of human life. It was also touching to 

see the volunteers and families that helped place 

the flags in remembrance of the people we have 

lost. This disorder has touched 1 in every 4      

people yet still met with stigma. August 31st is 

now recognized as International Overdose   
Awareness Day. Thank you EB Hope for            

bringing awareness to the severity of this       

problem and for educating the people. 

East Bridgewater: R e m e m b e  r i n g                   

those we have lost. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiRwpiApbXPAhXGxiYKHQnrAnUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.picgifs.com%2Fgraphics%2Fautumn%2F&bvm=bv.134052249,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHcvFs0KW8oGrkAKPx-7Eqi-W5Nhw&ust=1475262874131766
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Back to SCHOOL  
As the school year begins again, and with the opioid epidemic still on the rise, it is important to understand the        

impact of substance use on the teenage brain, and how your child may be at risk for exposure. Because the    

teenage brain is still developing, they are more at risk to develop a substance use disorder whether through             

experimentation or a legitimate prescription. The adolescent brain looks for pleasure, to be social and to take 

risks during a time when their impulse control is                  

underdeveloped.  As a parent, there are steps you can take to 

help prevent your youth from becoming involved in           

substance use and resources available for you if your child is 

already struggling with a substance use disorder.  

The Champion Plan: Any individual with a substance use      

disorder who is seeking treatment is encouraged to take part in 

the Champion Plan. This plan intends to serve all who ask for 

help, however, Brockton residents will receive preference. The 

only way to enter the program is by going to the Police            

Department (those with warrants are subject to arrest), where 

the police officer on duty will assist the individual to Stairway 

to Recovery, a Peer Recovery Support Center, that will provide 

individuals with lived experience to support the people           

entering into the program. The Stairway to Recovery office will 

then serve as a safe haven while they are waiting to get into a 

treatment   facility. Once a bed at a treatment center is             

available, Brewster Ambulance will take the person from       

Stairway to Recovery to the facility to begin their treatment. It 

doesn’t stop there, they follow up with people within 72 hours 

and will continue to check-in to provide support and help with 

any needs they may have!  
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Parental disapproval 

of underage            

substance use is the 

number one anti-risk 

factor. If you are     

concerned about a 

loved one’s substance 

use, please get the 

help needed.  

The EB Hope Drop-In Center located at the East 

Bridgewater Community Covenant Church is open to 

the public on the first and third Thursday of every 

month from 5p.m-9p.m. The purpose of the drop-in 

center is to provide local community members with 

resources and support related to substance use.                                                                                                                     

Hidden in Plain Sight, also set up at the EB Drop– In 

Center, is a demonstration that simulates a mock 

teenage bedroom that allows parents to recognize 

signs and specific objects that may indicate their child 

is involved in risky behaviors  including drugs and/or 

alcohol use. During this presentation, community 

members are encouraged to ask questions regarding 

the different items in the bedroom and are able to 

have their questions answered by prevention          

specialists as well as other specialists in the            

substance use field. Although this presentation may 

seem overwhelming to some, it is important as a    

parent to understand what is available to your child. 

Recognizing these items and having a conversation 

with them regarding their behaviors may save a life. If 

you are interested in seeing a Hidden In Plain Sight 

Display the Drop-In Center is open to the public.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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The SportSmart Opioid Presentation is a combined 

presentation between District Attorney Cruz and Dr. Dan 

Muse of Signature Healthcare. This presentation is       

recommended to coincide with concussion training at 

high schools. Schools in the area have had success          

incorporating this presentation into their mandatory 

seasonal pre-season sports meetings. 

How Can I Help My Friend is a brochure unique 

to the Collaborative that was developed off of a       

concept that came from Rockland Cares. After an    

adolescent member of the community recommended 

that we stay away from creating another wordy          

tri-fold, we designed this pictograph attached to the 

right. 20,000 of these handout sized brochures     

printed, and  distributed to all of the middle schools 

and high schools in the region. We have also              

distributed them to all of our partnering                     

organizations including       hospitals, pediatric offices, 

and various family and community centers. Along 

with the handouts we also had them made into large 

pop up banners for each community to display at 

events and where they feel necessary. Most recently 

Dr. Fred Kern at Bridgewater Pediatrics   requested 

500 of these brochures to staple one to every packet 

that goes home with an adolescent after their        

physicals. If you are interested in this brochure and 

would like to have it as a resource in your                   

establishment please do not hesitate to contact Holly 

at hsavignano@hptc.org to set something up. 

Get educated about the disease of addiction.   
Visit our website: opioidoverdoseprevention.org          

Find treatment for your loved one: Call the MA Sub-

stance Abuse Hotline 1-800-327-5050 or visit their 

webpage at www.helpline-online.com                                    

Get support for your family: Visit www.Learn2cope.org 

DRUG FREE COMMUNITIES  

In February of 2016, each school district within the 

collaborative participated in the Drug Free Communities survey to collect data on substance use among 

8th, 9th, 11th and 12th graders. Approximately 4,000 students were surveyed on topics including past 

30-day use, perception of risk, perception of peer disapproval and perception of parental disapproval. 

As a result of the data collection, members of the collaborative and the Plymouth County DA's              

Office are currently meeting with each superintendent of schools within Rockland, 

East Bridgewater, Whitman-Hanson and Brockton to review the data and come up 

with a series of next steps. A menu of activities has been provided as  a guide for 

each school to utilize when implementing prevention activities throughout the 

school year including programs such as, PhotoVoice, SportSmart and Overdose     

Prevention. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mass.gov%2Fdaplymouth%2Fcac%2Fapp%2Fimg%2FDA-logo-big.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mass.gov%2Fdaplymouth%2Fcac%2F&docid=dSnE95mWLfQEvM&tbnid=g2U9gmSp0oUJyM%3A&w=178&h=178&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKE
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National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day 

Saturday, October 22, 2016        

10AM to 2PM                                 
Brockton Council on Aging                    

10 Father Kenney Way                                       

East Bridgewater Town Hall                

175 Central Street                                            

Rockland Police Department              

490 Market Street 

The National Prescription Drug          

Take-Back Day aims to provide a safe, 

convenient and  responsible means of 

disposing of prescription drugs, while 

also educating the general public about 

the potential for abuse of medications. 

There are Med Rx Drop Boxes located in every Police                           

Department in the Collaborative. 

The Brockton Area Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative 
and the Plymouth County District Attorney’s Office, in   
partnership with Independence Academy, are hosting    

Coffee with a Cause. This event will be an opportunity for 
local community members to explore Independence    

Academy, as well as enjoy performances from local artists 
in the Brockton area. Refreshments will be provided and 

resource tables will be set up in order for attendees to find 
out more information about substance use disorders and 

programs available to those struggling with or                  
being impacted by addiction. 

Brockton’s Champion Plan: Updates  

 

There have been 212 unique individuals served and 

291 placements made into treatment since the 

launch of the Champion Plan on February 29, 2016. 

The EB HOPE Drop-In Center continues to act as a regional facilitator by 

introducing substance use disorder persons and the family members, 

friends and loved ones of SUDs persons to the great many organizations 

and entities in this region that offer a variety of treatment and recovery 

services. As of October 1, 2016 

the Drop-In Center has had 

434 visitors. 

 The office        

of                

Mayor            

Bill Carpenter 


