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“Attending Thursday’s Annual 
Overdose Vigil at Massasoit                           
Community College served to      
remind me why I first ran for       
public  office. I will never forget 8 

years ago, when George Fiske attended my 1st campaign kickoff for 
Ward 5 School Committee on the eve of his son Lance’s funeral. Now 
in my 4th year as Mayor, I was deeply moved by Tara Lane’s recital of 
her brother Jeff’s poem written for Lance exactly 8 years ago on the 
day after his death. Jeff was lost to this epidemic just a little over a 

year ago. We take on this fight                
everyday for all of the families like 

the Fiske and Lane families who 
have been devastated by this 
disease.”                                                                                                 
-Mayor Bill Carpenter 

    On Thursday, August 24th 2017, over 275 candles were  lit   
memorializing loved ones at this year’s Annual  Overdose Vigil 
by         Candlelight           at         Massasoit             
Community     College    in       Brockton.            
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 Life’s on the line, each time’s a risk, 
Yesterday we lost Lance Fiske. 

I’ll say my peace and shed a light 
To a disease which many fight. 
I won’t expect you to connect, 

Please just listen, & show respect. 

Summers ago we played baseball, 
Seen him in the halls each fall. 
Sacred Heart, East Junior High 

Amiable, our last goodbye. 
Although his life came to an end, 
I’m glad to say he was my friend. 

Unless you have been to this dance 
You’ve got no idea what took our Lance. 

A life of suffering, a life of pain 
He’s in the sun, out of the rain. 

R.I.P. Lance Fiske (9/23/86 – 8/23/09) 

How long can I carry this burden? 
Life’s full of triggers, relapse is certain. 

The music, the T.V., the friends & the town, 
The guilt & depression start bringing me 

down. 
Each time I slip, the less you pity, 

I find my answers downtown in the city. 

I need your love now, much more than you 
know 

But I have no strength, to tell you ALL so. 
All it will take, to end this long war, 

Is one lost fight, & you’ll see me no more. 
I wish this pain, would go away 

I hope that things, will end ok. 

(But) Truth be told, my body’s cold 
This disease of mine is getting old. 

(and) I’m Helpless, without friends & fam 
Struggling, to hold on to, who I am. 

I don’t know why, I don’t know how 
I’m supposed to deal, with all this now. 

So time will tell my story now 
I’ve lost the strength to help myself. 

I’m Helpless. 
I’m Helpless. 

………... 

Tara Lane reads the poem, “Helpless”, written by her          
brother  Jeff,   exactly seven years to date after he  wrote it for 

his  friend, Lance, who passed away in 2009. 

-Jeffery Patrick Lane 
“Helpless” 

      The night consisted of speakers,      
singers,  resources and a memorial 
slideshow showing the faces of        
299 loved ones who lost their           
battle with substance use disorder. 
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You can find the rest of Jeff’s poem as well as pictures 
and videos from the 2017 Vigil on our website: 

www.opioidoverdoseprevention.org 
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E A S T  B R I D G E W A T E R  

– A dozen faces, smiling and full of life, crossed the 
screen at the Community Covenant Church as            
candles flickered around the room. 

In the audience, mothers, fathers, siblings and friends looked up at the faces 
of their loved ones lost to drug overdoses. 

Suddenly, EB Hope Director Susan Silva was struck with a revelation. 

“Something struck me as I watched this video,” Silva said to the audience. 
“Did you see it? Did you see the common denominator?” 

The denominator, Silva said, is that there is no common denominator. 

Young and old, men and women, athletes and professionals, moms and 
dads. The individuals in the photos represented all walks of life, Silva said. 

“There’s nothing here that would indicate to you that we are remembering 
an overdose victim,” Silva said. “They are just beautiful people that look like                                    
everybody’s son or daughter.” 

Amanda Sandoval, who is part of the Brockton Area Opioid Abuse                 
Prevention Collaborative, helped compile the video in an effort to                
remember the victims and erase the stigma surrounding opioid addiction. 

“Addiction is such a stigmatized topic that a lot of times, families don’t feel 
safe to reach out for help or to openly say that their loved one died of an 
overdose,” Sandoval said. “And this sort of provides a safe place for that and 
to help fight this epidemic by putting a face to it with the video.” 
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“About 400 people from the community attended Rockland C.A.R.E.S. 

7th Annual Candlelight vigil. Thank you to the community, our brave 

speakers, our talented singers, and everyone involved in making this 

possible each year. None of us can fight this epidemic alone. It takes 

a village. We are grateful for ours.” -Lindsey Ferris of Rockland C.A.R.E.S. 

R  o  c  k  l  a  n  d  



     Campanelli Stadium was brought to 
life on Monday July 31st for the first ever 
“Night Out for Recovery”. The Brockton 
Rox in partnership with the Office of 
Mayor Bill Carpenter, The Champion 
Plan, EB Hope and the Brockton Area 
Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative, 
hosted a night dedicated to celebrating 
recovery. This event was meant to bring 
people in recovery, along with their    
family members and friends, the                     
community and prevention workers     
together to have fun and gain access to 
resources.  
     Over 20 organizations from various sectors across the region set up           
resource tables around the concourse of the stadium, and a designated 
“recovery” section was set up to provide an alcohol free area to watch 
the game. Before the game began, police cruisers paraded around the 
field to represent the law enforcement support throughout Plymouth 
County.  
     Mayor Bill Carpenter said, “The Night Out for Recovery is another                      
opportunity for us to shed light on those affected by Substance Use                           
Disorders. It’s one more way for us to keep the disease of addiction in 
the forefront as we help people return a quality of life free from drug 
and alcohol dependence and congratulate and recognize those living 
healthy lives. Recovery is possible.” 
      The Rox set up a promo code for fans to buy tickets at a discounted rate with a portion of the proceeds going to 
Brockton’s Champion Plan and EB Hope. 1,612 tickets were sold for this particular game and Brockton Rox General 
Manager, Todd Marlin, said “this accounted for our best Monday night of the year.” 

MONDAY, JULY 31ST 2017 
   CAMPANELLI STATDIUM 

  

RECOVERY MONTH 
SEPTEMBER IS 

On Monday, September 25th, Stairway to 

Recovery’s T-shirt project was displayed 

at City Hall in Brockton. Mayor Bill  

Carpenter gave a proclamation               

officially recognizing September as    

Recovery month in the City of Brockton. 
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#2069#2069  
 

 

White signs, with the hash-tag 2069 began popping up in 
towns and cities across Massachusetts in late July. The idea 
originated from the Trinity Episcopal Church in Wrentham 
as a unique and original attempt to shed a new light on the 
opioid epidemic. 

The signs are intended to trigger curiosity and spark a    
conversation to raise awareness as to what this number 
really symbolizes. 2,069 signifies the reported number of 
lives lost in Massachusetts due to opioid overdose in 2016.  

It is important to know that these 2,069                                       
individuals are not just a statistic. They were parents, 
aunts & uncles, sons & daughters, siblings and friends. 
Through this campaign and countless other initiatives, our 
communities throughout Massachusetts will continue to 
come together to raise awareness in the name of these 
2,069 individuals and all lives lost to this epidemic. 

 

RECOVERY MONTH 
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BACK TO SCHOOL NEWS 

Bridgewater: Bridging LIVES has partnered with the advisory team at Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School 

to help integrate education around substance use disorders into the 2017-2018 school year. This year the advisory team has 
decided to focus on the importance of "connectedness" amongst students. While increasing positive and meaningful            
connection with other students and caring adults leads to a higher chance of  a youth remaining substance free, lack of          
connection often leads to substance use to deal with this emotional void. The Collaborative staff will         
provide the high school with their drug education curriculum as well as  provide several large group             
assemblies throughout the school year to increase the conversation around addiction. Advisory will end the 
year with a resource fair that will include organizations from all over southeast Massachusetts. We are    
excited to begin this collaboration with the high school that will last for the duration of the academic year! 
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Brockton: The Brockton Mayor’s Opioid        

Overdose Prevention Coalition (BMOOPC) has                      
partnered with Massasoit Community College's              
Gateway to College program to pilot a course for the 
Fall '17 semester. This course, entitled Substance Use 
Prevention & Education, will fulfill the Health and 
Wellness requirement for the program and run for a 
total of 15 weeks, for one hour per week. During this 
time students will be provided with an introduction 
to substance use disorders, as well as given                
background information on the impact this disease is 
having on society. In addition, students enrolled in 
the course will become familiar with prevention 
strategies being implanted on a state, federal, and 
local level. By the end of this course, students will be 
able to identify common drugs and their impact on 
the brain and body, define and explain addiction and 
risk factors associated with addiction and understand 
overdose management skills and resources available 
for individuals struggling.  As a summative                    
assessment for the course, students will be required 
to develop a hypothetical social marketing campaign. 

East Bridgewater: Botvin LifeSkills is currently being integrated into the curriculum for 6th, 7th, 

and 8th graders. This substance use prevention program is proven to reduce the risks of alcohol, tobacco, 
drug abuse, and violence by targeting the major social and psychological factors that promote the initiation 
of substance use and other risky behaviors. Adolescents and young teens will be provided with the              
confidence and skills necessary to successfully handle challenging situations. (www.lifeskillstraining.com) 

Rockland: In March of 2016, legislature was passed in Massachusetts that requires implementation of verbal                          

substance use screening of students in two grades in a school district. Adolescent Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral 
to Treatment (SBIRT) focuses on prevention, early detection, risk assessment, brief counseling and referral intervention 
that can be utilized in the school setting. This tool will enable appropriately trained school nurses and        
counselors to detect risk for substance use-related problems and to address them at an early stage in                    
adolescents. Rockland Junior Senior High School will be implementing their SBIRT program within grades 7 
and 10 in the 2017-2018 school year. In addition to this screening, students will be provided with the                        
Collaborative's original resources including: How to Help a Friend, What To Do This Weekend Besides         
Alcohol and Drugs, the Alcohol Playbook, as well as drug fact sheets. 

Whitman-Hanson: The Collaborative is working with school administrators to strengthen school 

policies around drug and alcohol use by students.  Their principal presented at the South Shore FACTS          
Conference to shed light on the need for further education around marijuana use and raised important     
questions that school personnel should be mindful of while addressing the new marijuana legislation.   

B r o c k t o n  A r e a  O p i o i d  A b u s e  P r e v e n t i o n  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  |  F a l l  2 0 1 7  N e w s l e t t e r  

http://www.lifeskillstraining.com


        Congratulations to our Director of Prevention Services, Hillary Dubois, 
Chief Scott Allen and  Chief Michael Boteiri on  your Leadership Awards at 

the Police Assisted Addiction 
Recovery  Initiative’s (PAARI)                                               
Two-Year A n n i v e r s a r y                     
C e l e b r a t I o n  &  Award                                    
-                        C e r e m o n y. 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S !  

“I remember when they told 
me police would never carry 
naloxone and to now have law 
enforcement as the most       
dynamic, proactive sector has 
been so inspiring. It takes a lot 
of bravery to put on a bullet 
proof vest and a weapon on 

your body, not knowing if you will need to use it. 
But it takes a great deal more courage to do      
something unpopular and recognize that to protect 
and serve, you need to do that for even the most 
disenfranchised.”    —Hillary Dubois 

Photo Credit: Wayne E. Chinnock Photography 

      Bridgewater State University is now the 
first college campus in the U.S. to implement a 

public-access Narcan          
program. This initiative has 
placed Narcan in 50                
locations across campus, 
including AED boxes and residence halls. A 
training and informational event took place on 
campus on Tuesday, September 12th to            
introduce the school’s new initiative. 

We are so thankful for their open minded                  
faculty and staff (including first responders) 
and their willingness to partner with our     
Collaborative for this initiative. 

For more information on this initiative and 
photos from the event, please visit: 

https://www.bridgew.edu/news-events/
news/university-breaks-ground-opioid-battle-
video 

 

 
 

South Shore F.A.C.T.S. 
Families, Adolescents and Communities Together against Substances 

 

2017 FACTS Hero Award 
Amanda Sandoval 

 

 
Rockland C.A.R.E.S. in 
partnership with the 

Brockton Area Opioid 
Abuse Prevention               

Collaborative and EB 
Hope hosted a Naloxone 

Sim Lab in the 
Walgreen’s parking lot in 

Rockland on Saturday, 
September 26th. The Sim 

Lab creates a mock                 
overdose situation to 

help individuals                      
understand how to use 

this medication in a      
crisis situation. 
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THE NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE– BACK DAY 

 

Instagram: od_preventionist  
Facebook:@BrocktonAreaOpioidAbusePreventioncCollaborative  

www.opioidoverdoseprevention.org  

BROCKTON’S COUNCIL ON AGING 
10 Father Kenney Way 

 

EAST BRIDGEWATER TOWN HALL 
153 CENTRAL STREET 

 

HANSON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
775 MAIN STREET 

 

ROCKLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT 
490 MARKET STREET 

 

WHITMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT       
20 ESSEX STREET 

 

BRIDGEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
22 PLEASANT STREET 

***BRIDGEWATER IS FROM 9AM-12PM 

SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 28TH  

10AM-2PM 

The National  Prescr ipt ion  Drug            
Take-Ba ck  Day                                       

aims to provide a safe, convenient and responsible 
means of disposing of prescription drugs, while         

also educating the general public about the              
potential for abuse of medications.  


