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BROCKTON AREA OPIOID ABUSE  

PREVENTION COLLABORATIVE 

The City of  Brockton Launches 

 The Champion Plan  
 

On February 29th 2016 the City of  Brockton 

launched the Champion Plan. Mayor Bill          
Carpenter, the Brockton Police Department,    

Stairway to 

Recovery and 

B r e w s t e r    
A m b u l a n c e 

with support 

from the 

B r o c k t o n   

Area Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative 

created a unique program aimed at getting       

individuals the help they need.  

Continued on page 2 

  To date, over 30 individuals have  

   been placed in treatment. 

SPRING 2016 
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What is the Champion Plan? 
The Champion Plan is a collaborative effort to place individuals with substance use disorders who 

want help into treatment. Modeled after a similar program in Gloucester, individuals asking for 
help will receive it. Brockton’s police headquarters will serve as the first point of entry. 

 

How does the program work? 
The only way to enter the program is by going to the Police Department, where the police officer 

on duty will assist the individual and/or their family. From there, Stairway to Recovery, a Peer 
Recovery Support     Center, will provide    

individuals with lived experience to support the 

people entering into the program. They will be 
taken to the Stairway to Recovery office, which 

will serve as a safe haven while they are waiting to 
get into a treatment    facility. Once a bed at a 

treatment center is avail- able, Brewster    Ambu-
lance will take the person from Stairway to Recov-

ery to the facility to begin their treatment. 
Those who want to    participate will not be 
able to go directly to Stairway to Recovery 

and must begin the    process at the Brockton 
Police station. The Champion Plan staff will 

follow up with the      individual while in   
treatment and after, as a way to follow up with the individual on their journey to continue to    

provide support 

 

Who can enter the program? 
Any individual with a substance use disorder in Brockton who is seeking treatment is encouraged 
to take part in the Champion Plan. Non-residents of the city will also be accepted. Even though 

the plan intends to serve all who ask for help, Brockton residents will be given preference. Be 
aware, those who have active warrants for their arrest will be placed in custody and have to go  

before the court prior to entering the program. By law, the police have to arrest those with            

outstanding warrants. But once the warrants are cleared, they can enter the treatment program.  

 

Why start the plan now?                                                                          
While planning for the Champion Plan began last year, the initiative was announced Jan. 15 by 

Mayor Bill Carpenter after a potent batch of heroin forced first responders to treat 40 overdoses in 

a four-day span, including 16 overdose calls in one day. Last year the city averaged about two to 

three overdoses in a day. Police are finding more of the powerful painkiller fentanyl being used 

and sold in the city, leading them to believe users are mixing the narcotic with heroin or using it 

on its own. Fentanyl is 50 to 100 times more potent than heroin. 
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Stairway to Recovery’s 8th Year Anniversary Cookout!! 
WHEN: 

Saturday, June 4th 

2016 

From 12-3PM 

WHERE: 

142 Crescent St., in 

the parking lot 

COME CELEBRRATE 

RECOVERY!! 

MUSIC FOOD AND FUN 

EVERYTHING IS FREE!!! 

Our Bridgewater Coalition, Bridging Lives,  
is happy to present their new logo. 

In the past 10 months    

Bridging Lives has established a 

core executive group and  

regular monthly meetings. 

Please stay tuned to our next 

Newsletter for regular updates. 
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The EB HOPE Substance Abuse Outreach and 

Intervention Program 

The EB HOPE Substance Abuse Outreach Intervention Program provides            
information, referrals and access to mental health and substance abuse services. It is 

a drop-in style information center with various resources for anyone in active use or 

recovery and their loved ones. 

Resources Available 
 Mental Health Triage       

Counseling Professionals 

 Inpatient and Outpatient     

levels of care 

 Recovery Services from: 

EBHOPE Recovery Angels 

 Family Support Services 

through Learn to Cope 

 Faith based support 

 On-site training for the proper 

use of Nasal Naloxone 

 Hidden in Plain Sign Exhibit 

 Veteran Personal 

Our Partners 

Since its inception in  

November 2015 the EB  

Outreach program has       

assisted a total of 180       

people.                              

Residents representing over 

20 different communities 

have been assisted through 

the program including all of 

the towns in                       

our collaborative. 
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“Far too often people suffering  
from addiction, or their family  

members and loved ones either learn    
too late about resources                

that can help, 
or face challenges navigating 

resources once identified.” 

Outreach Center Information 

Meets the 1st & 3rd Thursday  

of  every month from  

5:00– 9:00PM at the  

Community Covenant Church 

400 Pleasant Street 

East Bridgewater, MA 

 

Website: www.ebhopes.net 

 

Phone: (508)800-0942 

 

Email: ebhope@comcast.net 

 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/EbHope/ 

“Organizers say the Substance Abuse      
Outreach and Intervention—which serves as 

a single stop for people struggling with      
addiction—is the first of it’s kind in the    

region.” 

 
“Volunteers, known as ‘angels,’ are a key 

part of the drop– in center. They are      
themselves in recovery and are here to offer 

support and encouragement.” 
 

http://www.wbur.org/2015/12/03/eb-hope 

National Drug Take Back Day 

2015 

Dispose your unused, unwanted  

and expired prescription  

medications. 

Every town in Plymouth County  
(EXCLUDING: Kingston and Plympton) 

have MedReturn boxes located  

at their local police department.  

 
You can also find additional locations if 

you go to www. Rxdrugdropbox.org 
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ROCKLAND CARES 

Whitman-Hanson WILL Presents the  

If Only I Knew Event  
On Monday April 11th students, parents and community members gathered in the auditorium at 
Whitman-Hanson Regional High School for the If Only I Knew Event, an evening designated to  

bring the communities together as well as create awareness and education in attempts to curb young 
people from making destructive decisions. The main speaker, Kathi Meyer, brought the audience 

through the details of the event that changed her life forever; the day her daughter Taylor died due to 
underage  drinking  and  making  poor choices.  Following the  presentation there  was a panel of five  

speakers  who  gave a brief  discussion who they are, their role in the community and then turned the  

microphone over to the audience to ask any questions they had. The panel consisted of Stacey Lynch 

from CASTLE (an adolescent treatment center), Chief Scott Benton 
from Whitman Police Department, Officer Bill Frazier from Hanson 

Police Department, Mary Cunningham, a young adult in recovery, 
and Ryan Morgan Principal of Independence Academy, a recovery 

high school in Brockton. The event had a wonderful turnout with 
almost 200 people in attendance. The Brockton Area Opioid Abuse 
Prevention Collaborative and Whitman– Hanson WILL would like 

to thank everyone who came out to participate in this event. 

Panelists from left to right: Mary Cunningham, Officer Bill Frazier, Ryan Morgan, Stacey Lynch and Chief Scott Benton. 

Kathi Meyer presents Taylor’s Message. 

For more information and to stay connected please visit:  

whitmanhansonwill.org         &        www.facebook.com/WhitmanHansonWILL 

For more information please visit: 

Taylorsmessage.com 

Facebook.com/taylorsmessage 

taylorsmessage@yahoo.com 

Rockland developed the idea for a brochure targeted at young people 
after one of our member’s daughter suggested it. She pointed out that 

there is not enough resources or information available for young people 
when they are concerned about one of their friends and don’t know 

where to turn. We originally developed a pamphlet but after consulting 
with the youth in the coalition they said it needed to be shorter or no 
one would read it. After finalizing the poster we printed over 20,000 

copies and distributed them to all of the schools and youth serving or-
ganizations in the communities in the Collaborative. 
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“It’s the state’s greatest public health threat—addiction to powerful opioid          

painkillers. This epidemic kills about four people each day in the Commonwealth.  

 
But you can help. By changing the way you think about, talk about and treat people 

with addiction. 

The stigma of drug misuse keeps people from 

seeking treatment. Words like “junkie,” 

“addict” and “druggie” can hurt, damaging    

self-image and standing in the way of recovery.    

Addiction is not a choice.                                   

It’s a chronic disease. 
Get the facts and embrace the community that 

needs our support. Join us as we make 

Massachusetts a #StateWithoutStigMA” 

Taken from: mass.gov 

Hidden In Plain Sight 
An interactive mock teenager’s bedroom 

for parents to explore potential risky  

behaviors. 

If you are interested in attending a Hidden in Plain 

Sight presentation please check the calendar on 

our website 

Www.opioidoverprevention.org  

Or send an email to 

 hsavignano@hptc.org 

What is Stigma? 
 

A stigma is a mark of disgrace that sets a person 

or a group apart. Often people who struggle 

with opioid addiction face a wide range of    

stigmas. When people are labeled primarily  

because of their addiction, they are being     

negatively stereotyped. 
Stigmas can create physical and mental         

barriers for people with addiction leading them 

to be reluctant to seeking treatment. 

 

What can we do? 
We are all affected by the current epidemic of 

opioid addiction. Many people know someone 

who struggles with addiction, or who is in    

recovery. 

 

We can all be a part of the solution. 

We can take a stand against stigma. 

To LEARN MORE, TAKE THE PLEDGE                         

and HEAR STORIES please visit  
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dph/stop-

addiction/state-without-stigma/what-is-stigma.html 



The Massachusetts Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative Grant Program 

is a collaboration of the city of Brockton and the towns of East Bridgewater, 

Rockland, Whitman, and Hanson. We are funded by the Massachusetts De-

partment of Public Health to address the issue of opioid use and abuse, and 

fatal and non-fatal opioid overdoses in Massachusetts. The Drug Free Com-

munities or DFC grant is a federally funded youth based grant addressing 
heroin and prescription drug abuse. The Substance Abuse      Prevention 

Collaborative or SAPC grant is funded by the Massachusetts   Department 

of Public Health to address and prevent underage drinking in the previously 

mentioned towns with the addition of Bridgewater. 

The purpose of the MOAPC Grant Program is to implement local policy, 

practice, systems and environmental change to prevent the use/ abuse of 

opioids, prevent/reduce fatal and non-fatal overdoses, and increase both the 

number and capacity of municipalities across the Commonwealth addressing 

   these issues. 

 

The Office of  

Mayor Bill Carpenter 

In collaboration with 

High Point 

Treatment Center 

 

30 Meadowbrook Road 

Brockton, MA 02301 

Check out our website! 

Www.opioidoverdoseprevention.org 

If you would like to 

include something in 

our next newsletter, 

please contact: 

 

Holly Savignano 

(508)742-4490 

hsavignano@hptc.org 


