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SOCIAL                                    
HOST: 

THE LAW 

      Adolescence can be a tumultuous time; between finishing 
high school, dealing with the demands of determining post 
high school plans, and finding time to still be social with 
friends and family. During this time, other important              
decisions are to be made as well that involve experimenting 
or the use of  substance such as alcohol. 
      Underage drinking has been a long standing issue     
throughout the region that can have devastating                       
consequences on individuals, families, and the community. In 
Massachusetts, the Social Host Liability Law is a law that's 
purpose is to aid in the deterrence of underage drinking. The 
law states it is illegal to furnish (supply, provide, or allow an 
individual under 21 to consume) alcohol. Failure to comply 
with this law can be punished with fines up to $2,000 or       
imprisonment. Adults and minors can both be charged. 
Through the collaboration of local police departments, a       
social host flyer was created to help better inform the public 
of this law and to help stress the importance of deterring       
underage drinking.  
 For copies or additional information, please contact 
Holly (hsavignano@hptc.org). 

NEW                                            

HOURS  OF  OPERATION  

MONDAY-THURSDAY—9AM-5PM 

FRIDAY— 9AM-7:30PM 

SATURDAY—9AM-2:30PM 

SUNDAY— CLOSED  
 

(508) 408-5168 

Celebrates First Year Anniversary. 

There have been 307 unique individuals served                               

and 432 placements made into treatment                                            

since the launch of the Champion Plan. 

“We DO Recover…Thanks to the Champion Plan!” 
 “Entering the Champion Plan (CP) was a miracle from God.  So happy 
to have the Brockton Police suggest I try the CP. I was convinced to leave for 
treatment the next day. I completed ten months clean so far, almost a year with a healthy baby, born drug free. Being a      
mother with real goals and priorities has helped me build myself esteem, and realize that staying clean is a choice by heart 
and not only doing it for myself but, realizing others need me and it’s a very happy and peaceful time in my life. I’m nowhere 
close to going back to that crazy life. I’m very driven and I never thought how much this program would affect my growth as a 
determined individual with love and pride in my spirit. Every day is a battle, but time makes it easier when you’re happy with 
everything just about and giving myself credit each day, and the people who pushed me harder each day and each time. This 
program really came at a time I needed it and my daughter needs me, perfect timing. Thank you everyone!”  - Vanessa 

 If you or someone you love is struggling with a Substance Use Disorder (SUD) the CP can help you, too!   Just walk 
into the Brockton Police Department and ask for help.  Once you are cleared of any warrants our partners with lived              
experience at the Gandara Center will come and get you to begin your journey.   We will assess your level of care; some may 
need a detox, some outpatient, some medically assisted treatment (MAT).  If you are going to inpatient treatment our part-
ners at Brewster Ambulance will be transporting you so make sure you bring all your belongings and medications and you 
are ready to go! Once you leave us, we will be following up with you within 72 hours with trained recovery coaches to help 
and support you along the way. We are waiting for you, become part of the Champion Plan Family TODAY! 

 The office           

of                   

Mayor                

Bill Carpenter 



  

 The Whitman-Hanson Regional High School SADD chapter has been hard 

at work creating Public Service Announcements around substance use disorders 

to share with students, parents/guardians, and faculty members. The first PSA in 

the series was approved in December and was shared on the Whitman-Hanson 

Regional High School’s website. The short film takes the viewer through the      

process of utilizing the “pill identifier” feature on www.drugs.com. The pill         

identifier uses the number etched into a prescription pill in order for the person 

who finds the pill to be able to pinpoint what type of medication the pill contains. 

The SADD chapter thought that this would be most helpful for parents or youth 

that might find an unidentified pill at their home or at school. 

Www.opioidoverdoseprevention.org 

VOTED TOP TENVOTED TOP TEN                                                                      
Prescription Drug Abuse Resources 

The United States is in the midst of an overdose epidemic. Since 2000, the rate of 
drug overdose deaths has increased 137%, and the rate of overdose deaths involving    
either illicit or prescription opioids has increased 200%. Drug overdoses currently surpass 
car accidents as the leading cause of accidental death, according to data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. In 2014 alone, the rate of overdose deaths involving 
natural or semisynthetic opioids—such as morphine, hydrocodone, and oxycodone—
reached an all-time high among opioid overdoses, which were responsible for nearly 
29,000 of the more than 47,000 total drug overdose deaths that year. 
 The most recent data available show more people died from accidental drug overdose in 2014 than in any other year on 
record. In response to this trend, the U.S. surgeon general released a comprehensive report on addiction that revealed 27 million 
people abused prescription or illicit drugs last year. The report urges physicians and the general public to view drug addiction as a 
chronic neurological condition rather than a personal failure of willpower or morality. Many people who achieve sobriety are at 
risk of relapse, and the surgeon general emphasizes the importance of treatment as an effective way to prevent relapse.  
 The surgeon general’s report also highlights stigma as one of the main reasons people with an addiction may not be     
comfortable seeking treatment. GoodTherapy.org supports the idea that changing the way we think about addiction is an effective 
way to encourage those with an addiction to ask for help. In accordance with our mission to reduce stigma surrounding mental 
health issues, we present our list of the top 10 resources of 2016 for prescription drug abuse. We believe these selections include 
quality content for those seeking valuable information about addiction and drug abuse. 
 Brockton Mayor’s Opioid Overdose Prevention Coalition: Because the rates of opioid misuse and overdose often rise 
faster than the federal legislation process moves, many communities are taking action locally to prevent opioid addiction and  
overdose deaths. GoodTherapy.org wanted to recognize the efforts of Brockton, Massachusetts by sharing this comprehensive 
website. It serves as a good model for other communities and contains informational resources on addiction, treatment                 
information, and news about local community efforts to target opioid abuse. 

 Bridging Lives has collaborated with the Bridgewater-Raynham       
Regional High School’s Student Council to expand education and prevention 
around substance use disorders to students. Members of the Student Council 
received an educational presentation on opioids. This presentation included 
what an opioid is, what signs and symptoms of use are, what withdrawal 
symptoms include, as well as information on how to help a friend in need and 
resources available to them as students. After this meeting, the Student        
Council met to brainstorm ways their student group could make an impact at 
their school in regards to prevention. Bridging Lives is excited to add this 
youth perspective to their coalition. 
 In addition to youth involvement, Bridging Lives is excited to host a        
variety of prevention events in March and April. Distractology, a simulator 
that mimics the potential dangers of distracted driving will be available to    

students in March, as well as an impaired driving simulator that uses go-carts to mimic intoxicated driving. Students 
will also have the opportunity to attend several guest speakers who tell their stories of recovery, including a former 
Patriots football player. 

http://www.drugs.com/
http://www.goodtherapy.org/learn-about-therapy/issues/addictions-and-compulsions
http://www.goodtherapy.org/learn-about-therapy/issues/drug-and-substance-abuse
http://www.goodtherapy.org/blog/psychpedia/relapse
http://www.goodtherapy.org/blog/psychpedia/stigma
http://www.goodtherapy.org/find-therapist.html
http://opioidoverdoseprevention.org/bmoocp


  

The Collaborative has been working to develop                 
relationships with alternative youth groups in the City of 
Brockton in order to provide education around substance 
use disorders, as well as to utilize their thoughts and ideas 
for future   prevention strategies. These groups, including 
United Voices, Kidz Konnect, Crossroads, and the Mayor’s 
Youth Council will be provided with two presentations by 
BAOAPC staff: one that focuses on opioids and                  
prescription pills, as well as one presentation focused 
around underage drinking. After these presentations 
(which include what these substances are, risk factors for 
addiction, signs and symptoms of use, and how to help 
someone struggling with this disease) youth are then 
asked to provide the collaborative with feedback on what 
is working in regards to youth prevention. A mini-focus group after the presentation allows the collaborative to 
make sure future strategies are interesting and applicable to the young people these messages are                               
targeting. The ideas and opinions of these youth will be used to create a youth led social marketing                                  
campaign for young people in the city. 

The Brockton Area Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative  decided to create prevention flyers that 
would provide youth with solution oriented responses to issues that may arise around drugs and      
alcohol use. In  addition to these two examples the Collaborative is continuing to create messaging for 
youth to help decrease the negative consequences    
associated with destructive decision making         
involving  substances. This idea was inspired by 
the “Stall-Street  Journal” which places engaging 
content in the inside of bathroom stalls to              
increase awareness and spread information.  

 



  

P R E V E N T I O NP R E V E N T I O N   
   Over the last decade there has been a significant increase in 
opioid use, as well as overdose, in the United States. Plymouth 
County   specifically has been greatly impacted by this               
epidemic.  Due to the increase in opioid use and overdoses, more          
education has been   provided to Brockton and surrounding 
towns to spread awareness about the drug and it’s potential       
impact on the human body. This education has included             
information about what an opioid is, signs and symptoms of 
what an overdose is, and how to react properly if an overdose 
occurs around you. In addition, information about Naloxone 
(Narcan), a drug that reverses the effect of an opioid  overdose 
have been provided including how to use the drug and what   
local drug stores have it stocked. 

   The Brockton Area Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative 
(BAOAPC) has combined all of this information to create an 
“Opioid Overdose Training” which has been provided for a        
variety of groups and organizations in the communities             
surrounding Brockton. During each training, the content of the 
presentation is adjusted to fit the need of the group being 
served. For example, business owners being trained  are taught 
the effective ways to identify an overdose, further helping to   
reduce the risk of fatal overdoses, while individuals in active use 
are briefed on harm reduction techniques. 

   These presentations, which focus on the dangers of an         
overdose and what can be done to help prevent them from being 
fatal, are usually 45 minutes to an hour long, and leave time for 
the individuals being trained to ask questions about substance 
use disorders.  

If you are interested in having an Overdose Prevention Training please contact 
Holly at hsavignano@hptc.org or 508-742-4490 to obtain more information.a 

Due to the number of overdoses happening in the town 
the Business Association in partnership with the        
Rockland Chamber of Commerce and Rockland C.A.R.E.S. 
have come together to provide a training for local        
business owners surrounding public safety and               
education. The purpose of this training is to  provide       
local businesses with overdose prevention and            
management information for staff trainings and general 
information dissemination. This training will be focused 
on learning the signs and symptoms of an opioid         
overdose, and how to properly administer naloxone. The 
training on naloxone will be provided by the COPE       
Center, and there will be a representative from the              
Rockland Police Department along with other                  
resources. The flyer (pictured to the left) has all of the 
details surrounding the training. 

Rockland C.A.R.E.S. is busy at work, currently having   
subcommittee meetings and working for a 501c3         
(non-profit) status. Flyers and promotional Rockland 
C.A.R.E.S gear are in all of the schools and nurses offices 
as well as being used as giveaways or prizes at various 
events. The Coalition has been collaborating with             
students in search for ways to help sponsor Hand             
Delivered Hope (HDH), and the Rockland SADD Chapter 
has been helping to collect donations.  

mailto:hsavignano@hptc.org


  

F A L  L  F  A L  L    

Www.iarecoveryhs.org 

Coffee With A Cause                                                                             
On November 17, 2016 local community members        
gathered at Independence Academy in Brockton to  
attend Coffee with a Cause. The Brockton Area Opioid 
Abuse Prevention Collaborative in collaboration with 
the Plymouth County District  Attorney’s Office and 
Independence Academy hosted this coffeehouse event 
in order to give community members a chance to      
explore the recovery high school and to showcase local 
artistic talent. The night started with a variety of      
speakers, including Ryan Morgan (principal of            
Independence Academy), Ed Jacoubs (Director of 
Grants and Sponsored Projects at the Plymouth County 
District Attorney’s Office), Hillary Dubois (Director of 

Prevention Services at HighPoint/Director of the Brockton Area Opioid Abuse   
Prevention Collaborative) and Anthony Castaldi (Independence Academy alumni 
and current staff). The rest of the night included a variety of live performances 
hosted by Ryan Bevans (volunteer at        
Independence Academy), as well as a visual 
display of PhotoVoice projects completed by 
Independence Academy students. Attendees 
were able to find out more information 
about substance use disorders, as well         
as leave with resources regarding programs 
available to those struggling with or            
being impacted by addiction.  

You can check out everything                                       

Independence Academy                                                            

has to offer by visiting                     

their website. 

 

 

 

The trailer can be viewed here:                                     

T h i s  p a s t  f a l l  t h e  C o l l a b o r a t i v e                                    
hosted two local screenings revealing the               

PhotoVoice Documentary at the War Memorial 

Building in Brockton and on campus at Bridgewater 

State University. The documentary captures the   

PhotoVoice process, the youth’s perspective of their 

experience, and the scope of the problem within the 

region. At each screening, attendees were given the 

opportunity to engage in a Q&A panel with students 

who participated in the project as well as the        

producer, Noube Rateau, and representatives from 

the Collaborative and the DA’s Office. Many youth 

who attended the screening expressed their interest 

in bringing this project back to their school or       

organization they were affiliated with. As a result of 

this feedback, outreach and support have been     

provided to several schools and organizations that 

will be implementing the project in the future as 

well as showcasing the film as an education tool for 

middle and high school students. Keep an eye on our        

Facebook for the link to view the documentary   

within the next few months. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NFz02CQWeM 



  

F A L  L  F  A L  L    F O L L O WF O L L O W    U P SU P S   
In December EB HOPE partnered up with Shore        

Hospital for the second time to offer another nasal     
Naloxone training. The first training, offered in August, 
gave about 60 community members the opportunity to 
engage in this unique training.  

Trained EMS professionals conduct the training and 
bring with them South Shore Hospital’s EMS                  
Simulation   Laboratory. The SimLab is equipped with 
manikins that simulate signs of an overdosing victim, 
including breathing and body control functions. This         
interaction teaches individuals how to recognize the 
signs and signs and symptoms of an overdose as well 
as practice reacting to the situation and administering 
Naloxone. These simulations are recorded and played 
back during a debriefing and professional instruction 
period. The training in December was a great                     
opportunity for those in the community to tour the 
Drop-In Center and meet with the more than 20         
Substance Use Disorder treatment and recovery        
organizations involved at the Center.  

F R E  E   

D R U G  

COMMUNITIES  
The Drug Free Communities Survey, conducted in the spring 

of 2016, revealed valuable information to our community coalitions 
regarding substance use among middle and high school students. 
Survey data has been presented to a variety of key stakeholders   
including school administrators, guidance and adjustment             
counselors as well as school nurses in order to strategically address 
the areas of concern highlighted within the results.  

Additionally, the Collaborative is utilizing survey data to 
supplement its social marketing tools to include local, eye-opening 
statistics that will inform students and parents around the scope of 
the problem within each town.  It is important to highlight that a 
very low percentage (5%) of students across all four towns reported 
using prescription drugs within the past 30 days. This statistic, in 
comparison to 81% of students who reported that they believe their 
peers are using at least once during that same time period, offers the 
Collaborative a unique opportunity to showcase the discrepancy in 
perception versus use.   

Currently, each town is implementing the 2017 Drug Free 
Communities survey to 8th, 9th, 11th and 12th graders.  Conducting the 
survey over the course of four consecutive years will provide each 
community with a clear indication of any changes in substance use 
patterns or perceptions taking place overtime.  

  Total 

0 days 2763 (80%) 

1-2 days 399 (12%) 

3-5 days 137 (4%) 

6-9 days 63 (2%) 

10-19 days 27 (1%) 

20-29 days 13 (<1%) 

All 30 days 31 (1%) 

During the past 30 days how 

many times did you drink one         

or more drinks of an                                  

alcoholic beverage?  

  Total 

0 days 3256 (95%) 

1-2 days 73 (2%) 

3-5 days 25 (1%) 

6-9 days 20 (1%) 

10-19 days 9 (<1%) 

20-29 days 4 (<1%) 

All 30 days 37 (1%) 

During the past 30 

days how many times 

did you use prescription 

drugs not prescribed to                      

you by a doctor?  

  Total 

0 times 733 (19%) 

1-2 times 1134 (29%) 

3-9 times 1206 (31%) 

10-19 times 476 (13%) 

20-39 times 154 (4%) 

40 + times 140 (4%) 

In your opinion, during the past 

30 days, how many 

times do you think the 

average student in your grade 

used prescription medications 

without a doctor’s order?  

 

 

 

The EB HOPE Drop-In Center continues to act as a      

regional facilitator by introducing substance use        

disorder persons and the family members, friends and 

loved ones of SUDs persons to the great many                     

organizations and entities in this region that offer a 

variety of treatment and recovery services.  

As of February  14, 2017  
the Drop-In Center has had  

559 visitors. 
The Center is open on the first and third Thursday of every 

month from 5 to 9PM at the Community Covenant Church 

located at 400 Pleasant Street. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mass.gov%2Fdaplymouth%2Fcac%2Fapp%2Fimg%2FDA-logo-big.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mass.gov%2Fdaplymouth%2Fcac%2F&docid=dSnE95mWLfQEvM&tbnid=g2U9gmSp0oUJyM%3A&w=178&h=178&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKE


 

Please remember to dispose your unused, unwanted and expired 

prescription medications.                                                                                         
MedReturn boxes are located at all local polices departments.                                                                                                

You can also find additional locations & more information by visiting: www. Rxdrugdropbox.org 


