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MEMORIES 
This spring, the Collaborative actively worked with each 
substance use prevention coalition in the greater Brockton 
region to provide education to youth, parents and the      
community at large on the importance of staying safe during 
prom season. One way of providing this information was 
through a social marketing campaign developed by the    
Collaborative highlighting the Social Host Law. This law 
states that it is illegal to provide alcohol to a person under 
age 21; the consequences of doing so could result in fines or 
imprisonment. Outreach was conducted to local businesses 
including florists, tuxedo and dress shops, nail salons, and 
liquor stores. Amidst the opioid epidemic, many parents  
report feeling they would rather have their children drink 
than use other harmful substances. However, it is important 
to note that there are many consequences that can be       
associated with drinking, especially while underage. The 
younger a person uses any substance, they have an            
increased risk of dependence on that substance. While some 
parents and guardians report feeling tempted to allow their 
children and friends to drink under their supervision, being 
held criminally responsible might be a reason to avoid this 
temptation. As parents and guardians, what you say to 
youth has a profound impact on their decisions. Having 
meaningful conversations about drugs and alcohol can help 
them make better choices for safer and healthier futures. 

In the town of East Bridgewater, the Junior Senior High 
School hosted their second annual mandatory pre-prom 
events as a mechanism to have meaningful conversations 
with youth and parents. In order to receive prom tickets, 
juniors, seniors and at least one parent were required to 
attend these events. If a student could not attend the event, 
it was mandatory that they view a video of the presentation, 
along with a parent, who is required to acknowledge       
electronically that they viewed the presentation prior to  
attending prom.  

At their events this year, the school featured a showing of “If 
They Had Known”, a documentary by kids to kids about the 
current risks of party culture. The documentary was created 
by Winchester residents Geoff and Genny Soper, whose       
19-year-old son Clay Soper died in 2015 after mixing alcohol 
and prescription drugs at a party. The documentary is about 
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Clay’s death and the impact it has had on his family, 
friends and loved ones. 

The Soper’s were in attendance and spoke to students and 
parents after the film and took questions from audience 
members. After their son’s death, they decided to share          
their story in the hopes of spreading awareness about                 
mixing and ingesting dangerous substances. 

This was a powerful documentary about the dangers of   
mixing prescription drugs and alcohol,” Chief Allen of East 
Bridgewater Police Department said. “Some of the parents 
in the audience were wiping away tears. Making this         
mandatory for students attending prom is an important     
reminder that they can have fun on their special night, but 
must also be safe and responsible in doing so”. 

Additionally, Rockland High School showed the same         
documentary to their juniors and seniors prior to their 
joint prom this spring. During this showing, Allie, Clay’s 17 
year old sister, was able to join students in viewing the               
documentary. Following the movie, students were able to 
ask Allie questions on a peer to peer basis. Not only was 
she an eloquent speaker, but she presented with great 
poise and the message was thoroughly heard by her peers. 
When young people are talking to young people, it seems 
that the message is that much more clear.  

We truly appreciate all the Soper family is doing to raise 
awareness in Clay’s name. 



 

The Social Host Law 
makes it illegal to       
provide alcohol to          
a person under 21. 
The penalty is up             

to $2,000 in                
fines and/or               
prison time                             
for adults                                    
& minors. 

Another way of raising awareness about the dangers of alcohol and 
other drugs during prom season is through mock OUIs. Whitman     
Hanson Regional High School held their bi-annual mock crash for their 
juniors and seniors this spring. Through this initiative, Whitman      
Hanson  not only educated their student body on the dangers of drunk 
driving, but they also highlighted many other consequences associated 
with consuming alcohol. These included: alcohol poisoning, fighting, 
not remembering what you said or did, breaking/losing valuables,    
unprotected sex, doing drugs, alcohol addiction, posting regrettable 
things on social media, trouble in school, and becoming careless about 
important things. They also reiterated the fact that their decisions can 
have profound effects on the entire community. 

In addition, Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School utilized their 
advisory period to focus on the topic of connectedness and substance 
use prevention throughout the entire 2017-2018 school year. During 
one advisory block prior to prom this spring, the high school hosted 
their first mock OUI crash for their juniors and seniors, as well as a   
Resource Fair for underclassmen. This comprehensive initiative could 
not have been possible without the commitment and coordination of 
the Bridging LIVES coalition, school administration and faculty, the 
high school's drama program and their students, Bridgewater Fire and 
Police Departments, Bridgewater Cable and over 15 other local        
partners. 
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Will you join us             
next year?  

 

1 0 0 %  Y E S !  

      We received a    project based 
grant to host the "Be In the Know; 
Youth Conference" that was held 
during this past  quarter. This day 
brought together over 200 students 
and advisors from 14 schools and 
youth serving organizations from 
around the   region. The conference 
empowered these youth to create 
change within their community    
related to substance use prevention 
and to have a voice in issues. The 
day was filled with primarily       
student led presentations including 
how to start your own youth led  
coalition, information on a student support 
group for young people impacted by addiction 
and alternative coping skills. The key note    
speaker discussed the realities of addiction 
and the science behind it. Break-out sessions 
encouraged real conversations amongst youth 
that are typically hard to have.                                              

Thank you to all of our volunteers and 
sponsors! 

 The girls from the Collaboratives, our intern Kevin    
and our keynote speaker Kevin Rosario! 

“It was clear how much work                                  
and thought was put into the day.” 

“Well done. Looking                                                      
forward to next year.” 

“Youth discussion was very powerful.” 

“It was engaging and                                                 
celebratory of students that are                                  

motivated to tackle the                                                
issue of substance abuse.” 

“I appreciated the fact that the event                                         
was student geared/driven!” 

“I liked that students had                                         
the opportunity to talk to one                                    

another. It was overall a very fun day.”  East Bridgewater High School offers a support group 
to students impacted by substance use. Thank you to 
the students and advisors who bravely shared their 
story. It is stories like yours that will impact change. 
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Break-out sessions discussed questions about                                                              
substance use in their communities:                                                                                                                         

What is happening? Why is it happening? What can I do?  

We had the BEST DJ around donate his time for the youth.                                
Thank you New New Musik for creating such a fun,                                                        

vibrant spirit throughout the day!  
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people with a high school education or less 
are 2X as likely to be at risk gamblers? 

people who are unemployed are                                
2X as likely to be at-risk gamblers? 

people who have a disability are                                               
2x as likely to be at-risk gamblers? 

in MA, problem gambling affects 2% of                                             
the population, and at-risk gambling                                    
affects 8.4% of the population? 

 

GAMBLING 
The Department of Public Health’s Office of Problem 

Gambling Services recently launched a prevention 
initiative utilizing photovoice as a mechanism to raise 

awareness about underage gambling in                                  
Southeastern, MA.  

This new grant was awarded to Prevention Services, 
which provided the opportunity to educate youth to 

recognize gambling in all its forms and inform         
parents about the risks of gambling early in life.  

Photovoice is a creative way to provide                                    
non-traditional education with photography while 

giving youth a voice in social issues. Over the course 
of the past five years, Prevention Services has                            

conducted 11 other photovoice projects on substance 
use prevention, but this has been the first project                 

focusing on gambling.   

Did you know that… 

Retrieved from https://www.umass.edu/seigma/sites/default/files/Updated%
20BGPS%20Report_Final.pdf 
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GAMBLING 
We would like to extend a special thanks to Laura 
O’Brien, Ryan Brogna and the administration at 
Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School for                   
organizing a committed group of students to                               
participate in the project at the end of the school year. 

The support that you provide to Bridging LIVES and the 

Collaborative is imperative to the success of the                 

community’s prevention efforts.    

PHOTOVOICE 

 

men are 4x more likely to be problem                                
gamblers than females? 

for some, the dependency on gambling has 
very similar effects to those who have a      
dependency on drugs and alcohol? 

 According to Gambler’s Anonymous, the                          
definition of gambling is: “Any betting or                          
wagering for self or others, whether for 
money or not, no matter how slight or        

insignificant, where the outcome is               
uncertain or depends upon change or      

“skill”, constitutes gambling.” 
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Mayor Bill Carpenter, Lt. Linehan & the Champion Plan team. 

Over the past quarter, there were 
multiple Naloxone Sim Lab      
demonstrations that took place 
within the community to educate 
potential bystanders. The               
Collaborative partnered with the 
city of Brockton, Brewster              
Ambulance and Brockton Police    
Department to host a Sim Lab event 
in conjunction with a mobile          
prescription drug take back at     
Market Basket. This event enabled 
residents who were going to food 
shop to return any unused            
medications while also getting the  

The Second Annual Night Out For Recovery 
was held at Campanelli Stadium, home of the      
Brockton Rox. Over providers from all over 
southeastern Massachusetts came together to 
raise awareness and celebrate recovery. All              
individuals involved had been impacted by 
substance use in some way,  including the 
child throwing the first pitch and the Teen Challenge choir singing 
the National Anthem. Additionally, there were "sober sections" for 
individuals and families who did not want to be around anyone 
drinking to honor their sobriety. 

The Teen Challenge choir singing                                                             
the National Anthem. 
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The National  Prescr ipt ion  
Drug  Take-Ba ck  Day                                      

aims to provide a safe, convenient 
and responsible means of           

disposing of prescription drugs, 
while also educating the general 

public about the potential for 
abuse of medications.  

 

Every town in Plymouth County  
have MedReturn boxes located  

at their local police department. 
  

You can also find additional            
locations if you go to                                      

www. Rxdrugdropbox.org 
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Please remember to dispose 

your unused, unwanted       

and expired prescription      

medications.                                                                                          

 

The National Prescription Drug Take– Back Day  

 

BROCKTON’S COUNCIL ON AGING 
10 Father Kenney Way 

EAST BRIDGEWATER TOWN HALL 
153 CENTRAL STREET 

HANSON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
775 MAIN STREET 

ROCKLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT 
490 MARKET STREET 

WHITMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT                                         
20 ESSEX STREET 

BRIDGEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
22 PLEASANT STREET 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27TH  
10A-2P 

chance to learn overdose prevention management techniques. In Hanson, we 
took a similar approach where we hosted a Sim Lab at the Shaws in order to 
also promote the standing order at the Osco pharmacy within the store and 
the drug take back boxes at the community's police departments. During this 
event, Collaborative staff were able to Facebook LIVE stream an overdose 
prevention training that highlighted the ways in which first responders     
attend to the scene of an overdose in 
both Whitman and Hanson. In East 
Bridgewater, there was another Sim 
Lab demonstrated when the Council 
on Aging hosted a Senior Wellness 
Day. At this event, vendors and        
organizations provided information 
about services, programs and         
products that are available to help 
older adults feel safe in their home 
and community. During this quarter, 
we also partnered with Bridgewater 
State University to coordinate their 
first resource fair on campus where 
over a dozen local partners came to 
share their services with students. 
The Sim Lab from South Shore                       
Hospital attended this event to        
provide students with overdose          
prevention education. 



 

 Brockton, MA, [6/21/18] – Brockton       
Neighborhood Health Center (BNHC)     

today announced that it will receive a 2 
year, $400,000 grant from RIZE              

Massachusetts to improve community 
based opioid use disorder treatment. 

     $1.8 million in grants were awarded to 
four community-based programs as part      

of RIZE’s inaugural grant program Saving 
Lives, Improving Health: Redesigning         
Opioid Use Disorder Care following a 

$300,000 design grant phase. The grant    
program was created with the goal of         
establishing or expanding innovative        

systems of low-threshold, on-demand    
treatment to prevent death, support          

long-term treatment, and improve the 
health and quality of life for people              

experiencing opioid-use disorder.  The    
four grantees were chosen from a pool         

of six design grantees that came from         
more than 30 applicants.  The final           

On Thursday June 28, Governor Baker, EOHHS Secretary Sudders, 
Commissioner Bharel,  Mayor Bill Carpenter, police, fire and     
employees gathered at the Champion Plan in Brockton to             
announce that the city will be receiving $45,000 in funding to    
purchase naloxone. The Department of Public Health’s Bureau of 
Substance Abuse Services have awarded the “First Responder    
Naloxone Grants” to 33 communities who have been hit the     
hardest by the opioid epidemic. “One thing we’ve seen here with 
The Champion Plan is that many of those folks whose lives have 
been saved with naloxone, have made it here to treatment and 
many of them are living in recovery today,” said Carpenter. 

 
 

GOVERNOR BAKER VISITS  
THE CHAMPION PLAN 

 
 

As of July 2018 there have been                                

610 unique individuals served and                            

962 placements made into treatment                        

since the launch of the Champion Plan. 

 

Over the past two years, 
the Collaborative has been lucky to have 
two marketing interns from Stonehill                   
College and Bridgewater State University 
working to improve and support our        
outreach efforts within the community. 
We know that social media is often the 
place where youth and parents get their 
information from. Therefore, we have                  
utilized the talents and perspective of                 
college students to boost our presence on 
social media and meet people where they 
are at utilizing creative marketing                           
techniques.  
Megan Letvinchuck studied criminology 
and marketing at Stonehill College and 
spent three semesters interning with the                            
Collaborative. Not only did she teach our 
staff best-practices in marketing, but she 
also created and disseminated an array of 
social marketing materials to engage the 
community in our prevention efforts. In                     
addition, our intern Kevin Zdonek, spent  

 

To date, the Outreach Center has completed                           
610 intakes since opening                                                                  

the doors in  November 2015.  

(504)800-0942 

The Center is open on the first and third Thursday of every month from 5 to 9PM     
at the Community Covenant Church located at 400 Pleasant Street. 
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 Rockland CARES is staying active in the community and                          
welcomed a beautiful new member to the family! Our newest member, 
Summer Woods, daughter of Executive Board Member Lindsey Woods 
joined the world in March and has been warming our hearts ever since!   

Tricia Fallon, Kathy LeMotte, Lindsey Woods, 
joined our newest member Summer  at    
Rockland Day, educating the community on 
the resources available to them through 
Rockland CARES.  

Donna Farr, Joan Smith and Kathy Lemotte 
have actively been engaged in volunteering 
their time to do community outreach for all 
initiatives in Rockland. 

Executive Board Member, Dave Alexander, 
volunteered at the first      
annual Be In The Know 
Youth Conference hosted 
by the Brockton Area                
Prevention Collaborative.   

Grantees were selected for their                  
collaborative approaches to treatment                  
that facilitate coordination among             
medical, behavioral, and  community                     
organizations. 

Through a multi-stakeholder                         
community collaboration, BNHC will                   
work with The Champion Plan, Gandara 
Center, High Point Treatment Center,                    
Signature Healthcare Brockton Hospital, 
BAMSI COPE Center, Plymouth County      
Correctional Facility, and Plymouth      
County Outreach to  implement new 
strategies to reduce opioid overdoses in 
the city and expand access to treatment 
services. Grant activities will focus on 
ensuring immediate access to treatment 
and health services for high-risk                
individuals, including homeless                  
individuals and community members          
returning to Brockton from recent                           
incarceration. 
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this past year working with the                                 
Collaborative through an internship                      
opportunity provided by Bridgewater State 
University. Kevin studied management 
with a focus in marketing and                                    
communications at BSU, offering a unique 
perspective to our overall social marketing 
plans as well as the messaging put forth to 
reach specific audiences in the community.   

See their work in action in our Man 
Crush Monday #MCM and Woman 

Crush Wednesday #WCW campaign                               
celebrating our wonderful                                            

coalition members. 

@BrocktonAreaPreventionCollaborative 

 

@OD_Preventionist 



 

 

OpioidOverdosePrevention.org  OpioidOverdosePrevention.org  

Photographs for the Memorial Slideshow will be accepted until 8/17/18.   
Photographs must be submitted via email to photo.vigil@gmail.com 

For a photograph to be utilized it must meet criteria outlined on our website. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

R o c k l a n d  
SEPTEMBER 13, 2018 | 6PM 

Holy Family Church | 403 Union Street 
 

E a s t  B r i d g e wat e r  
SEPTEMBER 20, 2018 | 6PM 

EB Hope Outreach drop In Center | 400 Pleasant street 


